
“The LORD has established His throne in the 
heavens, and His kingdom rules over all.”  

Psalm 103:19 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is a great comfort to know that God’s throne is 
established and secure and that He ultimately rules 
over all creation! Although our current times feel 
uncertain, we can rest assured that nothing 
escapes His watchful eye, and one day, He will 
make all things new and take us to our eternal 
home! The enemy wants to cause fear and weaken 
our faith, but God has given us His indwelling Holy 
Spirit and His living Word to guide us when nothing 
else makes sense! 
 
PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 
As I sat down to write this update, many things 
were going through my mind as I considered the 
past, the present, and what the future holds.  
 
In March, we celebrated 20 years of service with 
MAF. We first arrived in Chad on March 27, 2001, 
with two young children, not knowing all that God 
would do and teach us while living there. We grew 
to love that country while also struggling with its 
culture, climate and all the needs we saw both 
physically and spiritually. The Lord opened our eyes 
to the incredible privilege of serving Him in a 

difficult place and blessed the ministry we were a 
part of for those 11 years. This week that world 
became much more real to us again when we heard 
of renewed unrest in Chad as rebel forces sought to 
overthrow the government. This conflict led to the 
unexpected death of President Idriss Deby, whom 
we have prayed for the past two decades and who I 
had the opportunity to have as a passenger in our 
MAF plane on three occasions. Please pray for the 
missionaries still working in the country and for our 
Chadian national brothers and sisters who fear for 
the future. President Deby upheld religious 
freedom and we pray that his son Mahamat, who is 
replacing him as the country leader, will uphold 
those same values. 
 
Here in Alberta, 
we thank God 
for His 
continued hand 
in the ministry 
of MAF at 
Prairie Aviation. 
We have 
served here for 
nearly eight 
years now, with 
the last five 
being in the 
Director role. Enjoying a spring hike together 



We have seen God bring the program to the verge 
of shutting down only to rebuild it into something 
stronger and more effective for His glory. It has 
been a privilege to lead an amazing team and learn 
how to lean on Christ for strength and wisdom in 
ways I never would have expected or planned 
myself.  
 
As I anticipate turning 50 years old next month, we 
recognize more than ever that each year of our 
lives is a gift from the Lord, and we want to use 
them to serve Him wherever He places us! We have 
been praying and considering what our upcoming 
years of ministry should look like. As a result, we 
felt the Lord leading us to request a sabbatical from 
my responsibilities as Director of Prairie Aviation in 
order to take time for further studies and 
concentrated prayer about the future. We are 
grateful that MAF granted us six months to invest in 
further training and ministry preparation. Despite 
the clear sense of the Lord’s hand on the work here 
in Three Hills, we also find ourselves longing to be 
more directly involved in cross-cultural ministry. At 
this point, we have no idea what that means 
although we are excited that a family from South-
Sudan has moved into our neighbourhood, and a 
gentleman from Congo has begun to attend our 
church! There is a good chance we will remain here 
doing what we have been doing, but we also have 
peace that, if He asks us to do something else, He 
will also go before us and open the way. Please 
pray along with us for clarity about the future and 
also for our MAF colleague, Dallas Derksen, who 
graciously agreed to step in and fill my position 
from April to October.   
 
Family Update 
As is always the case in the prairies at this time of 
the year, we are excited for each little sign of new 
life that we find in the garden after six months of 
winter!   

With summer approaching, we look forward to 
welcoming our girls back from university in the US. 
Mariah will return in early May to work and save up 
for her next year of school. Julia won’t return home 
until July since she is taking part in an 8-week 
mission trip to Alaska with her university to serve in 
summer children’s outreach ministries.  She is 
nervous and yet thrilled to use her gift of working 
with children in the North! 

 
Dorilee and I are excited to see what God will teach 
us through Dorilee’s Biblical Counselling studies as 
well as my Business-Management and Biblical 
studies. We anticipate Him using this sabbatical to 
further develop and prepare us for the remainder 
of our years of ministry! 
 
Thank you for partnering with us in the ministry of 
MAF. We couldn’t do this without you! 
 
In Christ,  
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