
Ukraine Update September 2018—A Refreshing Summer 
Dessert? 
In 2007, John and Evelyn Wiens were in their early sixties when they determined to give ten years of their 
lives to the mission of God in Ukraine. Their ten years was tragically cut short, but the fruit of their ministry 
continues to grow in the ongoing ministry and mission of the Association of Mennonite Brethren Churches 
in Ukraine (AMBCU). 

There may be challenges, but there are no regrets for a life on mission. In fact, as Evelyn so profoundly 
states, the places Jesus leads us to can become the sweet dessert of our lives. In Ukraine, a new 
generation of leaders is emerging, shaped by the sweet service and Christlike influence of leaders like 
John and Evelyn.  

For the churches of Ukraine, July and 
August were filled with activity. Summer 
camps and outreaches touched many 
communities and introduced Ukrainian 
children, youth, and adults to the Good 
News of Jesus. Pastor Oleksii Makiaov 
from Molochansk writes, “The 
investment of the Truth in teenager’s 
lives is so worthwhile.” Short-term 
mission teams from USA and Canada 
joined in partnership and discovered 
new life themselves from their time 
alongside Ukrainians, whose 
faithfulness and vision for their nation is 
overflowing into global inspiration.   

A leadership camp in June brought church leaders together for encouragement, team-building and rest. 
As the AMBCU matures as a family of churches on mission, these times of refreshing and conversation 
around leadership challenges and opportunities is crucial for the development of a national church. 

This is the ongoing story being written in Ukraine. This is the dessert that John and Evelyn Wiens were 
enjoying.  Your prayers and financial partnership are needed now for the churches of Ukraine. Would you 
ask God if now is the time for you to bring something to the dessert table?  

To respond, you can… 

Give to Ukraine Ministry Project #0701 or host an event where inspiring Ukraine stories are shared and 
partnerships can grow. Who might you invite into the joy of global kingdom partnership? 

For more information or to book a speaker, please contact:  

Phil Wagler (MB Mission Mobilizer for Ukraine-philw@mbmission.org or 778-241-4466) 

Maxym & Anya Oliferovski (MB Mission Ukraine Directors-maxim.nadezhda@gmail.com)  


